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Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting Minutes
Sierra Army Depot (SIAD)
30 September 2010, 6:30 p.m.
Theater
Herlong, California

Attendee
 Organization

Susan Holliday
SIAD, RAB Co-Chair 

Lissa Baptista
SIAD


Paul Herman
RAB Community Co-Chair


Joseph King
Army Environmental Command
Michael Dukes                                    ARCADIS
Hoa Voscott
ARCADIS

James Brathovde
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
Keith Hoddinott
USACHPPM

Mike Chastain
ARCADIS
Charlie Ridenour
DTSC

1.0 Roll Call – Susan Holliday, SIAD, RAB Co-Chair

Ms. Holliday opened the meeting by welcoming the RAB members. Ms. Holliday asked for approval of the last RAB meeting minutes.  Mr. Herman stated his approval. Ms. Holliday seconded the approval.  
2.0 Ground Water Remedial Sites – Hoa Voscott, ARCADIS

Bldg 210 Area: Presentation
Mr. Voscott discussed the plume treatment areas which consist of six transects at Building 210 Area as shown on the slide presentation. Mr. Herman questioned the gap shown on the UPPR right-of-way where part of the 4th transect is located. Mr. Voscott replied that they are hopeful that the remaining nine wells along Transect 4 will be installed soon after the Access Agreement between the Corps of Engineers and UPRR are approved. 

Mr. Brathovde questioned the orientation and shape of Transect 2. Does it curve because of the fence line? Mr. Voscott replied that there are a number of physical constraints that may adjust the shapes of the transects including: the railroad tracks, the gas line, and the Depot’s boundary fence line.  More importantly, the transect orientations are positioned to effectively treat the plume’s highest concentrations and are based on the site’s groundwater flow direction. 

There was a question concerning the charts that display some of the more successful wells with reduced levels of trichloroethene (TCE). Concerns were that while reduced levels of TCE show success in the process, increased amounts of the daughter product cis-1,2-dichloroethane (DCE) levels were observed.  Mr. Voscott explained that the DCE levels will eventually start to decrease (as shown in the pilot test wells at the site).  
ALF/SSA:  Presentation.

DRMO:  Presentation.

Mr. Ridenour stated during the presentation that the TCE in the soil has only been treated in the shallow parts of the area using the soil vapor extraction (SVE) system; however, it has not been conducted in the area immediately above the groundwater table. Mr. Voscott stated that the plan is to treat the groundwater by injecting molasses and using an additional, deeper SVE system to treat the soil vapor above the groundwater table in 2011, after installation this fall (2010).  
Ms. Holliday updated the group about discovering submunitions at the DRMO Active Yard. The Army is currently working on getting a contract in place or to add to an existing contract to work on this issue.
TNT:  Presentation.
Mr. Brathovde had a question about what the highest TCE level was 10 years ago. Mr. Voscott thought that the highest TCE level was around one microgram per liter. He stated that it has decreased steadily due to the molasses injections as part of the Demonstration Program and due to natural attenuation. 
3.0 Military Munitions Response Sites Status – Michael Dukes, ARCADIS
During the Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) Findings slide, Mr. Herman questioned how accurate the findings were for the BLM site. Mr. Dukes explained that thorough MEC surface sweeps and removals had been done in the past. ARCADIS had checked 50-100 feet from the fence line; and determined there was no need for further surface sweeps.  Mr. Brathovde wanted Mr. Dukes to clarify what a surface sweep really entailed. He explained that ARCADIS contracted with USA Environmental, a company with explosive work expertise, to provide avoidance and surface sweeps by foot and by vehicle. During a surface sweep, if something of interest is found, a picture and description is taken and its location is recorded with a GPS. Surface sweeps consist of Explosive Ordnance staff walking or riding in a “gator” and visually scanning to a distance of approximately 20-feet. 
4.0 Open Discussion
4.1
Discussed continuing to hold the RAB meeting quarterly on Wednesdays at 6 PM. 

4.2
Questions and Discussions

Mr. Brathovde asked if the RAB meetings could ever be held via teleconference, and asked how many mailings were sent out since the attendance was so low. Ms. Holliday explained that 315 mailings were sent out and that the mailing list is maintained and updated after each meeting. Video teleconference meetings are possible according to ARCADIS but they don’t believe there will be much of a public interest. 

4.3
Schedule next meeting

The next RAB meeting will be held in the spring of 2011. 
4.4 
RAB meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM. 
5.0 BREAK- 5 minutes

6.0 Public Meeting – Military Munitions Response Program (MMRP) of Seven Sites, Remedial Investigation (RI/FS) Work Plan- Michael Dukes ARCADIS
MMRP RI/FS: Presentation

Mr. Ridenour clarified why the disposal of MEC items from the seven sites needed a work plan. Items that cannot be safely removed will be Blown-in-Place (BIP). 

Mr. Hoddinott asked if white phosphorous was found intact in the shells or exposed. Mr. Ridenour stated that the white phosphorous is intact in the shells. 

Mr. Brathovde questioned what the chances are of starting a fire with the disposal method? Mr. Dukes assured everyone that ARCADIS, USA Environmental, and the SIAD Safety and Fire Departments will all meet before the detonations to agree on a plan and prepare for the BIPs. It was agreed there is a concern when white phosphorous is BIPed that it may not be extinguished before it hits the ground. All agreed that Safety and Fire would be able to deal with potential issues with thorough planning. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:06 PM. 
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